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What is the maximum size of a town or

city that will allow a man to be in sechu-
sion with a womean because her husband
is in town? The D'var Heiachgh™® writes.
as far na a very large city or two adjacent
cities were concerned he found nothing
gpecified by the poskin. He was told that
the Chazon Ish had ruled, in the year 5713
{'53), that all of Tel Aviv and its neighbor-
hoods, ineluding the distant ones, were all.

{ He also noted that today, Tel Aviv, Ramat
Gian and Petach Tikvah are all considered
as parts of one city, since they aré adja-
cent to and merge into each other, and one
may walk on Shabbal from one to an-
6 other, (126! -
‘The Shevet HaLeui'™ writes that since
{oday one may speak on the telephone
from his office to his home even over a
long distance, there would be a stricter
(tinterpretation of this halachah according

il considered one city with regard to this- to Rashit™ (who writes thal his wife would

e

o

!

%o

kalachok. As to the adjacent cities of Tel
Aviv and Ramat Gan, and certainly Tel
Aviv and Petach Tikvah, he considered
them then as two separate cities. Rav
Neuwirth shlita told me that they were
then separate cities with open land be-
tween them. '

The Ezer Mikudash!'*) writes that with
regard to a wife’s fear that her husband
might suddenly appear, Chazal did not
exclude even alarge city such as Antioch,
even ifhe told her that he was going to the
far side of the city. However, he expresses
reservations if he told her that he was
going to be at the far side of a very large
city. The D'var Halackeh'*4 guates a dis-
eussion among poskim as to whether she
may be secluded with a man if she was

certain that her husband could not appear ’b‘

home int that time, since he is in the city.
He writes that he heard that the Chazon
Ish ruled leniently. 135 :

Ray Auerbach z¢f told mee that Chazal

fear kis appecrance at any moment). For
now she would surely no longer fear that
he would appear during the minimum
[(’time period for the transgression of yi-
chud. However, according to the Ram-
bam!!¥¥ that the reason for permitting
yichud when her husband is in town is the
fear of her husband per se, hearing his
acice would remind her of this. Never-
thelass, the Shevet HalLevi writes that he
would be reluctant to rule leniently with
regard to a city as large as New York or
London, since there are twe factors in-

K{volved: the great distance between the -

woran and her husband and the knowl-
edge that he is usually at his office. One
should therefore certainly advise a
strict ruling where possible.

The Igrot Moshe™ writes that if the
husband is imprisoned even in the same
town and it is certain that he would not be
released for some time, yichud is forbid-
den. For this reascn, in the city of New

did not differentiate between a small and Y York, if a woman knows that her husband
large city. Therefore, even if she knows - went to the other side of towrn, a traveling

that her husb: 2
othier side of a large city such as London

* .or New York, yichud would be permitted.
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Rav Ribiat p. 26.19

h . . .

‘ ! I;a;e:rso;} 1s as fotIJIows. C:ty-dwe.fler? or.dinanly lock their doors as

o Ol course because of the high incidence of crime in the large

cities. Any visitors (and certainly neighbors who share this harsh

lifestyle) expect that the apartment-dweller will promptly respond to

, (Limlock the door when the bell rings or when there is a knock at the

P w‘_ ;&:r'.f(iﬁnsequentty, apartment-dwellersin the cities of course realize
h i -~ b a 1

2~ _L!am‘] I ez’hfielay or fail to mswer,.they could arouse suspicion and

i - M1 Ia1s setting, any persons in the apartment would naturally

~ feel ill-at-ease with the thought that the danrhall minht wom b .. .
g'd L 02GR88GFR sl|lAey dwesn BJ/GLOOC c0Inr



tantamount to Pesach Posu’ach L’rshus Harabim, and is not Yichud
(i.. during the day and early evening hours when neighbors or
visitors are likely to come).””

One should not resort to this lenient ruling uniless there is a
compelling need to do s0."™
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Examples of Shomrim: Rav Ribiat p. 45 .21

Boy above 6 years of age' ™

Girl between 6-11 years of age

Woman whose husband is “in the city™

Man whose wife is nearby

Woman whose father is present

Man whose daughter is present

Woman whaose grandfather or grandson is present
Man whose grandmother or’ granddaughter is present
Woman whose brother is present

Man whose sister is present

{ Theterm"Gas-Boh” is a Halachic description of an uninhibited social
{ :hationship between two people.

it the context of the laws of Yichud, a Gas-Boh is any particular man

with whom a particular woman has a special relationship or close
Biendship.

t@ The existence of a Gas-Boh relationship between two people is

evident when the individuals are wont to gesture to one another in

the kind of discreet “body language™ characteristically used by

persons who are intimate with each other. Another sign of a Gas-Boh

relationship also mentioned by Poskim is favoritism. This is often

« | evident with friends or relatives who feel comfortable asking for

special favors of each other where they would be inhibited from doing

se with others who are not so close. A man and woman in any of these
kinds of relationships are Gas-Boh to each other.””

Gas-Boh friends are not protected by the ordinary psychological
€ inhibitions and social barriers that set people apart who are not yet
familiar with each ather. A Gas-Boh triendship is one in which the

~ individuats have developed a rapport and are comfortable with each

) :ll other. The existence of a Gas-Boh relationship is not necessarily any

@ eansgression. Tt is therefore completely irelevant whether the man

B il and woman are devout, Torah-observant persons of high meral
g'd 10258885%8 al|Aey dwen
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Examples of Gas-Boh individuals:

* Cousins’® who have a warm and friendly rapport (e.g. help and
do special favors for each other due te their family relationship.
Hewever, cousins who are not especially close are not considered
Gas-Boh).*

Neighbors who grew up together and have a warm friendship®*”
Former spouse™™

Therapist®

Psychologist' ‘

Personzl housekeeper or livesin maid™™

Male/female business partners’™ .
Qlfice co-workers who have become very friendly N9 TN N L2

Co-workers on a team project {e.g. writing a computer program

togethery’™
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